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Cast of the Hand of Pope John Paul II

Cecco Bonanotte (1942 - )

· In addition to a welcoming blessing and letter from the current pope at the start of the exhibition, Pope John Paul II wanted a cast of his hand for visitors to touch as a further sign of his greeting.
· 2002
· Bronze
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State

Chalice with Paten of Pope Pius IX

Pietro Paolo Spagna 

· The chalice and paten were gifts by the Sultan Abdul Medji for Pope Pius IX’s election.
· 1854
· Gold, enamel, diamonds
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State

Bust of an Angel

Giotto di Bondone (1267?-1337)
· This figure is a surviving fragment from Giotto’s original work, which exercised an enormous influence on contemporary artists.

· 1310-1313 (?)

· Polychrome mosaic

· Reverenda Fabbrica of Saint Peter, Vatican City State

Mandylion of Edessa

· This is the oldest known representation of Jesus.  One explanation is that it is a physical impression made by the face of Jesus on a cloth.
· 3rd – 5th century
· Tempera on linen attached to wood, silver, gold, various stones
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State
Pastoral Staff of Pope Paul VI (1963-1978) and Pope John Paul II (1978 - )

Lello Scorzelli (1921 - 1997) and Manlio del Vecchio

· The cross was created for Pope Paul the VI who used it during the last years of his life.  The present pope, who continues to use it in papal ceremonies, inherited it.  Because it is his personal property, this is the first time it has left the Vatican.
· 20th century
· Silver
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State

Processional Cross

School of Nicola Guardiagrele (14th – 15th century)

· This cross is made from various materials.  On the front are sculptures of Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; on the back scenes from the resurrection; towards the center, a swan, cross of thorns and a rock with a skull.
· 15th century
· Gilded metals
· Patriarchal Basilica of Saint Paul’s Outside-the-Walls, Rome

Processional Cross of Leo XIII

Thomas Joseph Armand-Calliat (Lione)

· This cross was a gift to the pope to mark the jubilee of his pontificate in 1887.
· 1887
· Silver, gold bronze, enamel, precious stones
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State

Mosaic Fragment with Image of Saint Paul the Apostle

Restored by G.B. Calandra in 1625

· This fragment originally decorated the state banquet hall of the papal Lateran Palace of the Middle Ages. Paul is characterized by his long pointed beard.
· 799
· Mosaic
· Vatican Museums, Vatican City State

Mosaic Fragment of Saint Peter from the Basilica of Saint Paul’s Outside-the-Walls

· Originally this was part of decorations commissioned during the time of Pope Saint Leo the Great.
· 5th century
· Mosaic
· Reverenda Fabbrica of Saint Peter, Vatican City State
Thanka

XIV Dalai Lama, Tibet

· Thankas are common to Tibetan Buddhism as they display religious subjects. The current Dalai Lama gave this thanka to the pope as a gesture of homage.
· 1978
· Multi-colored silk, pearls, coral
· Vatican Museums, Vatican City State

Napoleonic Papal Tiara of Pope Pius VII

Henry Auguste and Nitot

· This exquisite tiara was a gift from Napoleon to Pope Pius VII to redress the damage caused by the Treaty of Tolentino, a pact that the pope had been forced to sign when the Papal states were overrun by the French troops.
· 1804
· Cask: wood, velvet, silk
· Crown: gold, precious stones
· Top: emerald, gold
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State

Papal Tiara of Pope Pius IX

Bourdon, Ghent (Belgium) 

After design by Jean Baptiste Bethume, Ghent

· Pope Pius IX received this as a gift from the ladies of the royal court of Belgium to mark his 25th anniversary of the pontificate.
· 1871
· Gold, pearls, gilt silver, emeralds, enamel, precious stones
· Office of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, Vatican City State
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